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Thanks to social media, more people than ever consume architecture every day through 
their feeds. However, their attention is fleeting — with millions of architectural images 
flowing across the web, each photographer has just a brief moment to make an impact. 
This means one photo needs to possess the power to tell a whole story on its own, in 
seconds. But what exactly makes one image stand out from all the rest?

Enter the One Photo Challenge, an inspirational ideas competition hosted by Architizer. 
The task laid down to participants is simple: Capture one photo that tells a compelling 
story about architecture and the experience of those that inhabit it. Each photo could be 
taken anywhere in the world. It could capture an interior or exterior, an individual building 
or a whole cityscape, or even a single architectural detail.

After an intensive review process, the following 100 photographs came out on top, with 
the first 12 images being deemed the best of the best by an esteemed jury of architects 
and creative thinkers. These photos tell a powerful story about architecture and its impact 
on our world today. Explore the following pages and consider how you might communi-
cate an architectural story through a single image. What will you create for the next One 
Photo Challenge in 2021?

Paul Keskeys, Content Director, Architizer

Introduction
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Student Winner     8

Non-Student Winner     16

10 Commended Entries     25

88 Finalists     47
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Philadelphia Wasteland

Philadelphia was once the industrial hub of the world, until its identity was 
shaken be deindustrialization and suburbinization. This legacy leaves deep 
scars in the fabric of North Philly, where decrepit industrial complexes 
stretch on for miles. In their abandoned state, these buildings take on new 
roles in the city. They become canvases for urban artwork and escapes 
from the noise and activity of the city center far from the regulations and 
restrictions of bureaucracy. We are far too familiar with the restrictions in 
occupying a building. You cant go on the roof, you cant paint on the walls, 
you cant break a window, you cant enter utility tunnels or back of house 
space. Rich with layers of meaning infused by people engaging with their 
space, these buildings can become more captivating and engaging then 
intentionally designed architecture. This photo tells the story of freedom in 
the built environment.

category / canon

by Christopher Hytha, Drexel University / student winner
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The winners of Architizer’s First 
Annual One Photo Challenge 
have been announced, concluding 
an incredible competition that 
celebrated one of the pillars of 
architecture, photography. The top 
winner in the Student category 
was “Philadelphia Wasteland” by 
Chris Hytha of Drexel University. 
This submission was awarded a 
grand prize of $2,500, along with 
professional photography gear from 
the likes of Peak Design, Formatt 
Hitech and Lenovo.

“Philadelphia Wasteland” offers 
a glimpse into the altered role 
Philadelphia’s industrial built 
environment plays today. While the 
remnants of the city’s industrial 
past remain, their uses are entirely 
different. They have new meanings 
and roles. In the words of Chris 
Hytha: “They’ve become canvases 
for urban artwork and escapes from 
the noise and activity of the city 
center far from the regulations and 
restrictions of bureaucracy.” 

interview / Chris Hytha

Chris captured this moment, 
highlighting just how fluid 
architecture and its functions can 
be. We caught up with him to learn 
more about his inspiration, process 
and feelings behind this One Photo 
Challenge-winning photograph.

Nathaniel Bahadursingh: 
Congratulations on winning the 
inaugural One Photo Challenge! 
What sparked your interest in 
entering the competition and what 
does winning mean to you?

Chris Hytha: I distinctly remember 
the day I entered the competition. 
When I got into work in the morning, 
I saw the one photo challenge 
prompt in my email, and was 
immediately interested. Because I 
have been taking photos around 
Philadelphia for years, I knew I could 
find an image that fit the contest, 
and I was excited to critically think 
on this intriguing prompt about our 
relationship to architecture.

I was thrilled to have made it to 
the 100 finalists, and after I saw 
the other submissions, I did not 
expect to win. There were so many 
incredible stories and photographs. 
As a student in architecture school, 
I often get overwhelmed by this 
massive world of architecture, and 
everything I still need to learn. 
Winning this competition gives 
me the confidence of knowing 
that I am on the right track, and 
makes me extremely thankful for 
how architecture school at Drexel 
University has changed the way I 
think and see the world.
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interview / Chris Hytha

What drew you to your subject 
matter that ultimately culminated 
in the winning photo?

I have always had the propensity 
to explore. As soon as I discovered 
these massive forgotten facilities in 
North Philadelphia, I couldn’t help 
but venture into these dangerous 
neighborhoods to discover the 
unknown. As we wondered through 
the massive empty floors of the 
building, we crossed paths with 
different groups of people.

Some filming music videos, some 
vandalizing, and some photographing 
like us. It is this weird lawless feeling 
inside a place like this, but I was 
fascinated in how this building’s use 
has changed in its abandoned state, 
as well as the evidence of these 
activities in the form of graffiti and 
broken windows.

What significance does this image 
have to you personally and your 
experience as a photographer?

This image represents one of the most 
free and exciting times of my life. I was 
still early in my education at Drexel, 
and only a year into my growing 
passion for photography. At school, I 
found like minded friends who wanted 
to explore, and see what our new 
home in Philadelphia had to offer.

This pursuit led us to neighborhoods 
and places that most people never 
experience, as well as a fascination 
with abandoned structures that 
have taken on new uses for their 
inhabitants. It was always a goal of 
ours when exploring a place, to find 
a way to the tallest point, as depicted 
in this photograph. In this way, the 
built environment was a big puzzle 
to solve and explore, and the feeling 
of reaching the summit of an urban 
mountain is a feeling I live for.
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interview / Chris Hytha

What do you find to be the greatest 
challenges in photographing 
architecture in a compelling way?

To me, the challenge in 
photographing architecture in 
a compelling way is to discover 
your own voice. We see so many 
images every day, and it is easy to 
regurgitate what you have seen 
others do, rather than following your 
personal vision and passion.
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interview / Chris Hytha

How big a role did post-production 
play in conveying the story of 
your photograph, and how do you 
approach that process?

Post production had a very little 
impact on this photo. The key to 
any image to me is lighting and 
composition. This photo was shot at 
sunrise, giving the whole landscape 
a soft ethereal glow. After climbing 
to the tallest point, I saw another 
elevated platform on the other side 
of the building, and I knew there was 
an opportunity for a photo.

I told my friend Ryan to stay put, 
and I ventured across a crumbling 
rooftop, and climbed a rusty ladder 
to get this view. It was just as I 
imagined, a sunrise silhouetted 
subject with the backdrop of 
industrial north Philadelphia.

What one tip would you give to 
someone looking to win next year’s 
One Photo Challenge?

My main tip for participants in 
the challenge next year is to be 
unconventional. I don’t think this 
challenge is about getting slick 
photos of the trendiest projects; 
rather, it should be about telling a 
unique story. For me, that story was 
how forgotten, decaying architecture 
can actually be more rich and 
interesting than a new structure that 
was meticulously designed.
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interview / Chris Hytha
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Women Gather

The women’s brick making cooperative in Kayonza, the Eastern Province of 
Rwanda, sit and take pride in their work. They hand made the bricks that 
give shape to this classroom space, and produced all of the approximately 
half a million bricks that comprise the “Women’s Opportunity Center” by 
Sharon Davis Design for the NGO Women for Women International.

Here, women in this rural and poor community can find training in women’s 
rights, literacy, health, and valuable vocational skills. At the core of the 
campus are 7 classrooms / training rooms, built in the round, reflecting 
the traditional architecture, and meant to achieve an intimate, secure, and 
feminine space where women can gather.

category / canon

by Bruce Engel, BE_Design / non-student winner
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The 2020 One Photo Challenge 
brought together an incredible 
assemblage of intriguing 
photographs that told beautiful 
stories about architecture. The top 
winner in the Non-Student Category 
was “Women Gather” by Bruce Engel 
of BE_Design. This submission was 
awarded a grand prize of $2,500, 
along with professional photography 
gear from the likes of Peak Design, 
Formatt Hitech and Lenovo.

“Women Gather” captures a moment 
within a space designed by Sharon 
Davis Design. Called the Women’s 
Opportunity Center, it is located 
in Kayonza, Rwanda and was built 
for the NGO Women for Women 
International. The project seeks to 
empower the local community, create 
economic opportunity and rebuild 
social infrastructure. It was especially 

interview / Bruce Engel

built to serve the women of the 
community by providing training 
in women’s rights, literacy, health 
and valuable vocational skills. The 
architecture responds to this aim 
through its human-scaled, intimate 
spaces. With “Women Gather”, Bruce 
Engel masterfully captured exactly 
what Women’s Opportunity Center 
set to achieve, a “…feminine space 
where women can gather.”

We caught up with Bruce to learn 
more about his inspiration, process 
and feelings behind this One Photo 
Challenge-winning photograph.
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interview / Bruce Engel
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Nathaniel Bahadursingh: 
Congratulations on winning the 
inaugural One Photo Challenge! 
What sparked your interest in 
entering the competition and what 
does winning mean to you?

Bruce Engel: Thank you Architzer for 
putting on this competition filled with 
so many great entries!  And thank 
you for this award. I’m an architect by 
trade and photography has always 
been a passion. As an architect, 
the photograph is most often used 
as a tool for documentation, and 
often the only means by which most 
people will experience a building, so 
for me architecture and photography 
always went hand in hand.

I was really drawn to the premise 
of this competition: the challenge 
of One Photo. How architecture 
is intertwined with humanity and 
its magical, intimate, and everyday 
moments. I think this came through 
so clearly in each and every one of 
the 100 final photos. 

interview / Bruce Engel

What drew you to your subject 
matter that ultimately culminated 
in the winning photo?

Knowing I always wanted to be an 
architect, my grandmother gave me 
an Alvar Aalto quote. It reads: “It is 
the task of the architect to give life 
a gentler structure.”  I try to live and 
practice these words as best I can. 
Architecture shapes our world and 
has the power to help people and 
empower communities.

When the opportunity was given 
to me to work with Sharon Davis 
Design on a “Women’s Opportunity 
Center” for the NGO Women 
for Women International, that 
supports women survivors of war 
and genocide, I was drawn in and 
dedicated myself to the project, the 
cause, and Rwanda, that I called 
home for 6 years.
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interview / Bruce Engel
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What significance does this image 
have to you personally and your 
experience as a photographer?

Every architect dreams of being a fly 
on the wall, to see their space being 
used. Climbing the wall and shooting 
from above I was able to capture this 
serene moment of women gathering. 
To me, this captures the aspiration 
and hope for this place. This project 
will stay with me forever. I hope the 
Center continues to provide a safe, 
healthy, and inspiring space for the 
women and community.

What do you find to be the greatest 
challenges in photographing 
architecture in a compelling way?

There are a lot of standards and 
rules for how architecture is shot 
these days, and it’s hard not to get 
sucked into using the formula. I 
would always tell my architecture 

interview / Bruce Engel

students: you are telling a story [with 
your drawings and documentation]! 
I try to remind myself of that: 
not every project needs to be 
photographed in the same way. 
What is the story the architecture is 
telling?  What’s the human element? 
How might it deserve its own unique 
voice in expressing itself?

How big a role did post-production 
play in conveying the story of 
your photograph, and how do you 
approach that process?

I always remember my photography 
teacher saying: “you can’t get a good 
picture out of  a bad negative.”  So I 
usually shoot with the intention that 
how I frame and expose an image 
is as close to final as I can get. Very 
little was done in post production on 
this shot. I did a little color balancing, 
but that was it.

What one tip would you give to 
someone looking to win next year’s 
One Photo Challenge?

What photograph of yours first 
comes to mind?  I would probably go 
with that one.
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interview / Bruce Engel
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Top 10 
Commended

Entries





2020 One Photo Challenge / 27

Yangtze River winter swimmer 
with raffles city

Across the river is the famous big new building: Raffles city in Chongqing 
designed by Safdie Architects. This is a huge and ambitious commercial 
building.and Chongqing is the most important city in the Yangtze River Basin 
and also the famous fog city.

On a foggy morning, we took a scene on the reef beside the Yangtze 
River. A group of winter swimmers broke into our camera.They told us that 
some of them had been swimming here for 20 winters, and there were 
not so many tall buildings on the other side of the river before. As an 
architectural photographer, we really obsessed with the picture full of regional 
characteristics and sense of life. Architecture is not the owner of the city. 
People and the Yangtze River witnessed the change of the city.

category / canon

by Su Zhewei, arch-exist / commended
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View from Room 1604

For 7 minutes, between 7:05am and 7:12am, the sun aligns with my next 
door neighbor. I watch from my hotel room, in downtown LA, as a select 
row of individuals receive their vitamin D. It’s a cold January day. I retreat 
back into my dark room.

by Tiffany Liem, Brookfield Properties / commended

category / sony
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The Twist Museum, Kistefos Sculpture 
Park, Jevnaker, Norway by BIG

It was challenging to combine in one single frame the main particularities of 
the project: its sculptural shape, the structure that expands over the river, as a 
bridge, and at the same time to imply that ‘the object’ is actually a functional 
building. The context, the design and its scale, the poetry of the sinuous 
lines that are melting with the surroundings in a surreal atmosphere, are the 
elements that are making the captured image to be abstract but descriptive at 
the same time.

by Laurian Ghinitoiu, Laurian Ghinitoiu / commended

category / canon
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Talk to nature

Architecture is a piece of space that humans steal from nature. As a shelter, 
it protects our bodies, and more importantly, it also adjusts the relationship 
between nature and human.

Last May, my five months pregnant wife and I paid a visit to Teshima Art 
Museum(Ryue Nishizawa, 2010. 607 karato, Teshima, Kagawa, Japan). There 
was nothing inside at that moment but only another visitor stopped and stared 
the slow-moving light on the ground. I took a photo of this silently with my 
iPhone. Suddenly, I realized that it was not an empty space, on the contrary, 
everything I need has already there. Sunlight, water, wind, my love and an 
upcoming life. This is a story for everyone which is not legendary but admired. 
People and nature were invited into this building, talked to each other and 
shared their the truest stories. I just heard that and recorded this touching 
scene.

by NING WANG, Beijing University of Technology / 
commended

category / iPhone
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Turner Contemporary

The Turner Contemporary Margate (David Chipperfield Architects) is located 
right on the sea front at Margate. The title commemorates the association 
of the town with noted landscape painter J. M. W. Turner, who went to school 
there, and visited throughout his life.

The new two-storey building is designed to maximise both the dramatic 
setting between sea and land and the extraordinary light conditions unique to 
this area that inspired Turner well over a century ago.
I wanted to photograph the building in suitable light, something that made 
reference to Turner and the and his work. I went on a foggy day; as the 
sun began to burn through the fog the form of the building was fleetingly 
illuminated. At the same time three visitors emerged walking across the beach.

category / nikon

by James Newton, James Newton Photographs Ltd / 
commended
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Procuratie Vecchie Venezia

The Procuratie Vecchie are part of three connected buildings along the 
perimeter of Piazza San Marco, Venice. They were built in the 16th century 
by the procurators who were managing the treasury of San Marco church. 
They housed apartments with stores at ground floor. It’s doors have been 
long closed to but architect D. Chipperfield will renovate it and soon will be 
accessible to the public.

I took this photo during my last solo trip in 2019. This moment can be 
captured only in the very early morning, when the water comes up and 
gently flows the piazza for 30 minutes, before disappearing. The reflection 
is perfect because the enclosed piazza is well protected from winds so the 
water becomes almost a mirror. It’s a truly magical moment that disappears 
as soon as the city wakes up.There is no better moment to enjoy the 
magnificence of Piazza San Marco.

category / fujifilm slr

by Marco Petrini, Petrini Studio / commended
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Hygge House

Warming Huts is an open competition, melding design and art with 
Winnipeg’s famous winters. The jury selects designs that best “push the 
envelope of design, craft and art.” In January, winners travel to Winnipeg to 
begin construction on their hut. They are then brought out to the River Trail 
for visitors to skate to, interact with, and enjoy.

Hygge House, by Plain Projects, Pike Projects and Urbanink, is a simple 
wood-framed structure, symbolic of one of the most cherished symbols of 
Canadiana - the family cottage. Loosely translated, “Hygge” is a Danish word 
for cozy, an atmosphere of people and comfort, which can only be achieved 
when people come together.

I was drawn to it’s quirky and fun appearance. It raises questions, it breaks 
rules, “What is happening here?” “What is this little open building doing 
there?” It invites the audience to create their own narrative. And that color!!

category / canon

by Paul Turang, Paul Turang Photography  / commended
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Can’t catch me!

This photo was taken during a trip I took with my architecture class a few 
years back in Portugal. Our professor wanted to show us Alvaro Siza’s 
Portugal Pavilion and walk around the area to experience the space. We 
were met with an overwhelming structural towering over us yet the structure 
felt light like a fabric draping over posts to hide from the sun. While we 
were admiring the architecture, this child was admiring the shadow. He 
kept crossing back and forth as if he was trying to run from it and playing 
a game. He was interacting with the shadow as if it was an extension of the 
structure itself. It gave me perspective on how different people experience 
space. The child didn’t know or probably care it that the building was 
designed by a famous architect. He just wanted to play with the shadow.

category / iphone

by Rodrigo Bonifaz, The J Associates / commended
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Back of House: Front of House

To me, this photo from the Howard Gilman Opera House in Brooklyn acts a 
reminder that for all we see in life, there are many elements in the ‘Back of 
House’ that contribute to the performance that we experience around us.
An an architectural photographer, I typically show only the ‘presentable’ side 
of a project. When I scout out a site before I photograph it I’m often privileged 
to learn what goes on ‘behind the curtain’ at many businesses. For this shoot 
I finally had the opportunity to illustrate that what we see on stage from the 
comfort of our seats is only half of the whole picture.

category / canon

by John Muggenborg, John Muggenborg Photography / 
commended
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Kiosk Chameleon

At first glance, one can see a small shack in the Daharavi slum, Mumbai. 
When looking closely one can discover a boy, lying on the counter of a kiosk, 
camouflaged between the candy packing, seeking refuge from the blazing 
Indian sun. The kiosk is his birthplace, his living space and his workplace.

The shack lines up perfectly with the trucks in the background, which are 
heading out of the slum, making it look like one of them. While the other 
trucks are on wheels, his is rooted to the ground, letting only his thoughts 
drift away. Perhaps he is not living in a shack, a kiosk or a truck. Perhaps it is 
his very own castle.

category / other

by Lior Hobashi, The Oslo School of Architecture and 
Design / commended
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88 Finalists
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“Closed until further notice”

This picture was taken in Geneva at the headquarters of the International 
Labor Organization (ILO) during the Covid 19 pandemic.

Designed by Eugène Beaudoin, Pier Luigi Nervi and Alberto Camenzind 
between 1969 and 1974, the building sits as a 225 meters long vessel.
This Masterpiece of concrete stands on 11 floors. It’s exaggeratedly 
repetitive rhythm of facades engages the spectator in an almost hypnotic 
contemplation of its network of cells. Which is dramatically amplified by its 
reflection in the water (and its undulations?)

It is a strange feeling to photograph a building of this magnitude especially 
in this context where the ILO estimates that 195 million jobs could be lost. 
(source: https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/coronavirus.html) .

category / sony

by Nicolas Hanssens, Architecte
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“Just make sure you noticed the 
collateral beauty”

This is a story about ground.

This picture was taken in Hong Kong, in the courtyard of the Choi Hung 
Estate. This public housing estates located in Kowloon, is famous for 
its colorful frontage and became, over the past few years, one of the 
most striking backdrops in all of Hong Kong and a hotspot for instagram 
influencers.

However, while i was there, watching millennials posing here and there 
endlessly, i noticed this girl capturing the ground, and so i thought : What if 
what’s worth noticing, was right under our feet, all along.

Indeed the ground: this precious commodity, so rare this days, so expensive, 
yet essential to all construction. The ground: beginning of all foundation, 
including ours. The ground: unnoticed, forgotten, swallowed by buildings, 
often neglected and yet, unconditional factor of all creation.

This is a story about ground: feel it, admired it, you depend of it.

category / samsung galaxy

by aude marion, ensapvs
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[soumaya in drag]

who’s to say that buildings don’t choose how they express themselves?

mexico city’s museo soumaya, an art museum owned by magnate carlos 
slim, is the nation’s most frequented museum. like the art it houses, the 
building, designed by fernando romero, is purposely placed as the center 
of attention, its unique shape and glow emitting from a shell of 16000 
aluminum tiles

with enough balloons, however, you’ll see soumaya amid a display of 
self-expression. its once monochromatic curves make way for a dazzling 
performance of color and movement. briefly, the museum presents itself as it 
wants to be seen: disguised in pink, or simply dressed in its true colors

[soumaya in drag] explores the concept of expression in architecture beyond 
the aesthetic purpose set forth by its designers; the idea that a structure 
ultimately decides what it is, and that it’s willing to reveal itself to those who 
look closely enough

category / nikon

by Ian Campo, Ian Campo Photography
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75th Anniversary of the Warsaw 
Uprising

On 1st August 1944, the Warsaw Uprising began as 50,000 Polish Home 
Army insurgents took back their capital from German control. In swift 
retaliation, enemy reinforcements attacked en masse, as well as bombarding 
with air strikes and artillery. 150,000 civilians were killed and 90% of Warsaw 
was destroyed. Exactly 75 years later, thousands fill the city’s centre to mark 
this historic anniversary. At precisely 5pm, total silence falls across the crowd 
- a patriotic sea of bold flags and burning flares that have come together to 
remember tremendous courage and sacrifice, whilst also mourning great loss. 
Standing tall amidst the thick haze is the Novotel Warszawa Centrum, one of 
the first skyscrapers built after the war. Created by by Sten Samuelson, its bold 
design makes a powerful statement in solidarity with Warsaw’s citizens. Rising 
through the smoke, they stand alongside one another and show the city’s 
strength throughout the generations.

category / canon

by Jeremy Hosking, Freelance
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8/16/18 - 19:18:57

I caught this moment up on the Hunter’s Point South viewing promontory. 
I love the palimpsest of architectural layers: classic New York (the Empire 
State Building) juxtaposed against the recently completed American Copper 
Buildings with the more staid architecture of the NYU Langone Tisch 
Hospital —that envelopes the critical functions of our society — forming the 
backbone of the skyline. The photograph also speaks to the collaboration that 
architecture requires as a discipline. The acrobats and photographer all have 
to work together to achieve their goal, each one is indispensable to the final 
product. The image has not been composited or altered, it is a real moment.

category / canon

by Barrett Doherty, Barrett Doherty Images 





2020 One Photo Challenge / 59

A girl and her Unicorn

Symmons Plains, a Tasmanian Georgian homestead

A farmers girl sits, head bowed with her horse, connected to each other 
and place.
The prominent homestead, austere and utilitarian, reflects in the highly 
glazed insertions.
Mirroring the old in the new, the girl and her horse are poised, unified - timeless.

category / nikon

by Anjie Blair, Anjie Blair Photography
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A white story

This image is taken in Louvre Abu Dhabi, that represent a new place for the 
universal language of art.
Under a huge floating dome of light and shade, there’s a man in white 
beside a monumental white volume.
This silent atmosphere seems to suggest a powerful harmony between 
humanity and architecture.

category / nikon

by Andrea Ceriani, Andrea Ceriani
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Abandoned cart

Designed by Chandler/Kennedy Architecture in 1990, the Surrey Public 
Market was created to be the ultimate local market destination for the 
residents of Surrey and surrounding communities, but in 1998 was 
abandoned and doomed to decay. It became a refuge for the outcast and 
homeless, and they left their own imprint on the remains.  Eventually, as the 
vendors before, the squatters too were forced to move on, as the location 
has now become a developing ground for new condos.  There is nothing 
new or special about this process, the rise and decline of developments, the 
gathering and scattering of the homeless, gentrification, the circle of life, etc.   
But with every new step forward something is left behind, with every new 
idea we embrace an old one torn down, birth feeds off death.  The inherent 
death involved in progress. I was able to document this in the empty period 
before demolition.

category / nikon

by James Alfred Friesen, James Alfred Photography
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Architecture: A Blurred Threshold

Architecture is captured, through the eyes of the world, as a philanthropist 
practice served by a social consciousness. It is defined beyond its 
platonic meaning of form, materiality, and detail. When the rationality of 
the Architecture clashes with the organic movements of human beings, 
boundaries disappear and create a social interface in constant motion. 
It becomes a stage for complex social behaviors where our differences 
are blurred and detained. Through the power of a lens, the visual spatial 
perception encompasses zoom-ins on different forms of social equality.
It is by breaking the physical boundaries, allowing for spatial appropriation 
and inducing bridges of direct interactions that Architecture enhances social 
and cultural dynamisms. Thereby, what is Architecture more than a platform 
for equal social participation?

category / iphone

by Jenny Merheb, American University of Beirut
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Arrival

Almost like a spaceship descending upon Earth, the first moment of impact 
is dramatized with the beaming sunset rays in the back. From the way the 
image has been framed, the Vessel is granted an otherworldly scale. Which 
then, paired with its glossy, folding geometry, becomes an object people 
orbit around aimlessly and stare back into their own reflections.

category / iphone

by Valeria Flores, Handel Architects





2020 One Photo Challenge / 69

Assenza

“Assenza,

Più acuta presenza.

Vago pensier di te

Vaghi ricordi

Turbano l’ora calma

E il dolce sole.

Dolente il petto

Ti porta,

Come una pietra

Leggera.”

Attilio Bertolucci

category / nikon

by Enrico Lanfredini, Università degli Studi di Firenze - 
Facoltà di Architettura
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Balloons Along Fifth Avenue

A group of buildings facing each other along Manhattan’s 5th Avenue, 
contemporary and classic structures, glass and ornate stone, a perspective 
that culminates in the most iconic piece of architecture in New York City: the 
Empire State Building.

The diversity of textures, styles, materials and forms, colliding and working 
together. The expressive patterns in the buildings facing each other, create 
reflections and activate the streetscape by their architecture. The pedestrian 
street crossing, with the lines and grids of the surrounding buildings, set 
the stage for two people rushing through the red light with large bundles 
of balloons; a celebration? a goodbye party?, a public display of intimacy. 
An ephemeral glimpse of the complementary contrast and ever-changing 
dynamics of the city inhabitants and the permanence of architecture.

category / iphone

by Jorge Urias, Jorge Urias Studio





2020 One Photo Challenge / 73

Benidorm Balconies

I took this photo during a visit to Benidorm. I had begun to notice the huge scale 
of the hotel and apartment facades, and the patterns and shapes they made.
This shot is one of my favourites as the legs seem to break up the very ridged 
and hard patterns of the balconies in a lovely soft human way.

category / canon

by Luke Hayes, Luke Hayes Photography
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Beyond Material Existence

In the midst of bitter cold winter, there sinks down the fog. As if a long 
bridge over the wetland, the Corridor connects two areas with one being 
land and the other being above water. With wood cast in-su concrete, the 
bridge has achieved a large-span structure. Look at the end over water, the 
Corridor leads us to those tall and straight pine trees, giving us a somewhat 
weightless feeling and telling us that it would tear itself from nature and 
start a new life. The figure suddenly appeared in camera reminds me of the 
scene where I sat with someone under the traditional Chinese eaves.

category / canon

by Zhao Yi Long, Arch-in between
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Biking on the roof

With 2 architect friends I made in 2012-2013 a world tour by bicycle. On 
our way through approximately 30 counties we visited several architectural 
sites such as the Hayder Aliyev Centre in Bakou, Azerbaijan in August 2013. 
The adventure lasted for 1 year and created between us a strong friendship. 
This picture represents for me our successful and interesting human and 
architectural adventure around the world.

Loïc Nys Taymans

category / sony

by Loïc Nys Taymans, Loïc Nys Taymans
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Black Skies

In current times of pandemic we may feel alone, isolated and immersed by 
fear. However, we must remember to look for the positives and press on 
towards the light. A strong Architectural impression such as this engine oil 
filled room at MONA in Hobart, Tasmania beautifully highlights this fact. The 
reflection and glimmer of light across the oil surface draws one’s eye vertically, 
up the regimented concrete pillars, to the limitless expanse of the sky above.

category / canon

by Mitchell Lowe, ML Photography
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books + boards

This photo was more of an experiment than a real-life documentation. I was 
making a film on the Donald Dugan Library for Architects Johnson Favaro, 
with my assistant who is a former pro skate boarder and skate filmmaker. 
I had the idea to get him skating and doing tricks in front of this all white 
building in various colors. Sounded simple enough... so I had him put on 
an all blue outfit first..and just as we were getting ready to roll a police 
loudspeaker came on and told us there their is no skating allowed in front 
of the library. So I snapped this pick as he walked back with the anger and 
disappointment on his face from the failed attempt. The police left and we 
got a few other shots later that day, but this one had the emotion and story 
that made it stand out.

category / canon

by Jeffrey Durkin, Breadtruck Films
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Breakfast on site

Breakfast on site

Shooting time is 5:00 am.
The construction workers are about to start a day and will eat some noodles 
before going to the site. A construction worker looking at the building in the 
distance is like looking at a magnificent cream cake. The simple construction 
site records versus the futuristic new building in the distance form a strong 
contrast and a sense of conflict

category / canon

by Su Shengliang, Schranimage
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Brick-by-brick.

Operating a small hotel for over 30 years, which has been slowly falling 
apart, Mr Peng was finally able to realise his family’s dreams of owning a 
new boutique hotel after saving enough to acquire a new piece of land and 
construction materials. The photo depicts himself laying bricks amongst 
other tasks with the help of local minorities, villagers and artisans atop 
the 1100m high Longji Longsheng Rice Terrace in Guilin, China. Reka 
Architecture worked closely with the locals to push the boundaries of 
the traditional design and construction techniques which allowed for skill 
development and job opportunities.

Brick-by-brick, the hotel was eventually completed in late 2019 with 
minimalist interiors to encourage guests to appreciate the stunning views 
that surround the hotel further enhanced by the hospitality of the Peng 
family. The hotel now sees guests arriving from all over the country and 
globe increasing tourism numbers to the area.

category / iphone

by Shawn Leishman, Reka Architecture Ltd.
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Brutalism Skywalk

This photo was taken in London, and presents the skywalk in the Trellick 
Tower that connects the Stairwell to the apartments. This amazing 
skyscraper was built from Erno Goldfinger in 1972 in brutalism Style. This 
building was part of a social housing Program. During the years with it’s 
beton finesse it has become to an iconic building. It has been loved from 
his residents, they are proud to live there, It has inspired Artists from all 
over the globe and it has become an icon in the history of architecture. 
What a success!

I wish there where more buildings like this one, it’s a masterpiece where 
people love to live in!

category / fujifilm slr

by Nikolaos Kouklakis, Technical University of Vienna
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Calatrava Sundial bridge

Sundial Bridge by Santiago Calatrava, Redding, California 2004

The bridge is within a park in the town of Redding and spans the 
Sacramento river. To get to the bridge you can take a nice 10-15 minute 
walk through a nature preserve. The bridge is not visible from a distance and 
as you approach it appears from behind the trees unexpectedly and it is awe 
inspiring. We arrived in late afternoon and caught the bridge as the sun was 
lower in the sky providing dramatic shadows.

My children instantly interacted with the site, exploring the forms and spaces 
that the base created. Inspired, my daughter ran back and forth trying to 
mimic the shape and movement of the bridge and I fortunately caught the 
moment in time.

category / iphone

by patrick perez, designpad architecture
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Canvas

Even a tight space can allow you to embark on a mental journey. A few 
elements, masterfully arranged, enrich your spatial experience and let 
quarantined thoughts roam freely beyond your walls.

category / canon

by Rafael Gamo, Rafael Gamo Studio
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city fabric

This image has become increasingly powerful as Italy and the rest of the world 
continue to fight the virus that has taken so many lives and altered the way 
we see the world. We are all currently frozen in this moment of silence and 
reflection, but there is a light at the end of all of this darkness and together 
we will all get through this. The image piers between the facades of the 
Basilica di Santa Maria in Florence, Italy, capturing a moment of silence but it 
also looks forward and is illuminated by the light that is beginning to reenter 
our world. It shows a city fabric that has stood strong for nearly 600 years, and 
it is a reminder that we will continue to stand strong and stand together.

category / canon

by Charles Beckendorf, beckitecture





2020 One Photo Challenge / 95

Colorful solitude

This 360 panorama depicts Nasir ol-Molk Mosque (The Pink Mosque) in 
Shiraz, Iran. This building (completed in 1888) inspired me to visit Iran in 
the first place - the way the morning sun comes through the colored glass 
is mesmerising. I went 2 hours prior to opening and there were already 15 
people waiting. When we finally entered, people started shooting photos and 
exploring the place. There was that one woman who just sat down on the floor 
and enjoyed the colored sun with her eyes, isolated from the surrounding 
havoc. That is why I called this photo “Colorful solitude”. I used 360 HDR 
panoramic photo technique in order to be able to convey the atmosphere of 
the place as much as possible. Lesson learnt : sometimes we just have to stop 
and enjoy life/sights with our senses, not through the lens/phone!

category / nikon

by George Palov, studioCREATIVE
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Corridors of Insomnia

Late at night. A residential building in the outskirts of The Hague (NL). The 
dark outside wall is opened by scattered windows of different sizes. Through 
these densely organised squares you can see illuminated corridors that 
give access to the different apartments behind. At first glance the colourful 
playfulness of the intersecting windows and doors is appealing to one’s 
eyes. It may remind of a stamp collection or an abstract collage. The lighting, 
the limited depth of the scene and the passing silhouettes add a feeling of 
suspense to the image. What are those people up to? Do they have trouble 
sleeping and decided to go for a walk? Perhaps the staging itself is what 
keeps them awake.

category / canon

by Paul Brouns, Paul Brouns Photography
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Date

In a parametric designed apartment building, a young man and woman are 
engaged in an intimate conversation on the balcony layers.

category / canon

by Su Shengliang, Schranimage
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Des glaneuses

As for many parisian families, the holiday home is the only way to live in 
wider private spaces, against the city market and the lack of lands. Far away 
from the urban caos, on a remote side of the western french coast, a young 
woman enjoy her summer breathe. She is carefully picking some flowers 
for the morning breakfast in the terrace of her parents white house. And 
the Jean-François Millet’s Des Glaneuses suddenly comes clearly to the 
photographer’s mind.

category / nikon

by simone bossi, simone bossi photographer





2020 One Photo Challenge / 103

False utopias and the prevalence of 
the truth

‘False utopias and the prevalence of the truth’

Luanda, Angola

The moment captures the interconnection between the timeline of Luanda: 
the past, the present and the ‘meant-to-be’ future.

As many African nations, the false sense of social progression motivated 
by greed, selfishness and lack of identity resulted in solutions which always 
took in consideration economical interests but never actual social growth.

After decades of colonisation, civil conflicts, corruption and most recently 
a crisis, the old downtown of Luanda fills itself with ghost architectural 
structures from the present and the past, leaving out the ignored and most 
important element of any urban context: the people.

category / iphone

by Mario Alcantara Monteiro, Noance
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Final World Series game is about 
to begin.

West Half by ODA Architecture was photographed at the final game of World 
Series championships between Washington Nationals and Houston Astros. 
The building is located in front of the Nationals Park Stadium where more 
then 40 thousand people gathered to enter main gates of the stadium. 
Overwelming energy of the crowd and red uniform of Washington Nationals 
fans add up to the atmosphere around West Half building.

category / canon

by Pavel Bendov, Pavel Bendov Inc
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Fishing in Skopje

Fog settles along the river Vardar in Skopje, Europe’s most polluted Capital 
City. ‘Skopje 2014’ cloaks the city with imitation Neo-Classical Architecture, 
but underneath the bridges, a true local identity still remains.

category / iphone

by Fergus Adam-Smith, Oxford Brookes University
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Floor is Lava

Site workers make their way around scaffolding like it’s second nature 
to them. The same way we learn to walk on the ground until it becomes 
instinctive, they walk and climb in all directions of the stacked structure 
with what appears as such ease it almost seems like a superpower. This 
shot depicts the backstage of architectural construction, the aspect of 
architecture which is less known to the general public. It is quite interesting 
to observe what I would qualify as “vertical living”. The workers have a very 
particular relationship to the object they are building: not only do they know 
it closely, not in two dimensions but in three, but their work space also 
becomes their living space, merging work hours with daily life. It is their 
shelter for the time of the project’s making.

This photograph was taken in Kaslik, Lebanon.

category / canon

by Diana Mehrez, Diana Mehrez
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Fragmented Identities

As an expatriate I often feel that my identity is fragmented between my life 
in Australia and my longing for home in Trieste.
In an effort to mend such fragmentation I discovered the works of the 
architect Ermin Smrekar,
who left the Italian city of Trieste to study architecture in Melbourne, 
exactly as I did.
In Lalor, a culturally very diverse Melbourne suburb, he designed the St. 
Luke’s Catholic Church.
At the time of my visit, there was a funeral being held in Spanish.
The ceremony was crowded and through the gathering I witnessed a 
moving sense of community.
The picture captures one of the attendants thanking the officiant for the 
touching ceremony while daylight solemnly penetrates the space through 
the fragmented ceiling.
As in a sacred cave, St. Luke’s Church in Lalor offers a primordial sense of 
belonging to its inhabitants, and a momentary relief to their fragmented 
identities.

category / nikon

by Matija Dolenc, RMIT University
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From Darkness

A walk through the quiet streets revealed a scene where De Rotterdam was 
briefly illuminated. The composition of the facade stands proudly as an icon 
within the urban landscape of Rotterdam and has become synonymous with 
the identity of the city.

I wanted to capture the subject rising above the dark, empty streets in order 
to accentuate its place within the urban context.

category / sony

by Calvin Gillmer, MCA Architects
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Glowing in The Snow

I only saw snow and how magical it is in movies, until I got to live it for the first 
time in Philadelphia. I spent my first winter walking around the city and enjoying 
the beautiful scenery and magical feeling that everyone is talking about.

In March 2018, It snowed more than previous years and it was the perfect 
moment to take my camera and capture the snow the way I saw it. I took all my 
photographs around the campus of The University of Pennsylvania.

This is the Fisher Fine Arts Library, formerly known as the Furness Library, 
is located in Philadelphia on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Designed by the acclaimed Philadelphia architect Frank Furness in 1912. It was 
built to be the primary library of the University, and to house its archaeological 
collection. The building is also designated a National Historic Landmark.

category / other

by Musab Badahdah, University of Pennsylvania
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Golden light on dancing arches

The school of dancing arches is located in a small town in Western part of 
India, designed by one fo the top architects in the country Samira Rathod. 
The school had not yet opened, minor work was still going on, so we were 
lucky we could walk in and shoot at ease. The architecture of this school is a 
reflection of our culture, while using local materials and bringing us back to 
our roots. The play of light and shadow created by the openings and arches 
of different shapes bring immense joy to the little children who will come to 
study there and at the same time not alienating them with a post-modern 
box building. It was a cloudy day, but bless our goof fortunes it cleared up 
in the evening and we could witness the Golden hour light fall on the bricks 
and the workers chatting.

category / nikon

by Ishita Sitwala, The Fishy Project
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Guangzhou Opera House

I was in Guangzhou to shoot the Zaha Hadid Architects’s opera, weather was 
really hot and wet, just before giving up shooting, I saw this cleaner guy, he 
stopped for a moment, just to have a quick look to the building. I think he was 
really proud of the cleanliness of his site.

category / sony

by Stephane ABOUDARAM, WE ARE CONTENT(S)
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Guard at Met Breuer

It was from outside this window that Ezra Stoller captured his famous 
portrait of Marcel Breuer in 1967.

category / sony

by Kip Harris, Kip Harris, Architect
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Happytecture

Our goal with photography has always been to bring architecture closer to 
the people, using creativity and humor as an excuse to spread the passion 
architects feel for the cities they design. Instead of being relegated to the 
background, in our images these mundane yet beautiful structures we 
often take for granted are finally brought into the spotlight, getting all the 
attention they truly deserve.

Nevertheless, in these times of great uncertainty, we feel like this particular 
image conveys a slightly different meaning now that we’ve been asked 
to self-isolate at home. Because, no matter how long it takes, the city will 
always be there waiting for us to come back. This means that, even though 
we’re not around at the moment, buildings are still smiling back at us, 
reminding us that the streets might be empty but the city is still full of life.

category / other

by Daniel Rueda Cuerda Anna Devís Benet
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Harbor Towers

Iconic structures in the skyline of Manama, looming over the heart of the city. 
The Harbor Towers can be seen throughout the island of Bahrain, much so as 
it overlooks Bab Al Bahrain, also known as Door of Bahrain; a contrast of old 
and new, between the old historical market known as Bab Al Bahrain, and the 
vision of the metropolis of the future. It’s soaring heights symbolizes an ever-
changing cityscape, constantly evolving as inhabitants of the city move forward 
with their daily lives. Changes have come in many forms as Bab Al Bahrain 
was once the coastline of the city of Manama dating back to the 40s. Land 
reclamations in the 20th century have reflected the city’s appetite for growth 
and prosperity as Harbor Towers was the first phase of the project to expand 
the city and reshape its identity to the city of the future.

category / nikon

by Ishaq Madan, AUB
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Heatwave

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, SANAA, Kanazawa, Japan.
July 2018 (camera : Fujifilm X100F)

The gardener calmly waters the museum’s freshly-cut lawn at the end of a long 
day, during yet another summer heatwave. For a second, his attitude seems to 
echo SANAA’s paradoxical design, somehow both calming, and grave.

This photograph is part of a long-term project called ‘Territories’, infusing 
architecture photography with street photography methods, showing buildings 
through their users.

category / other

by Philippe Sarfati, self employed
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Immersive reading

Bookshelves and printed books, perceived relics of the past, this residential 
interior designed by Yun-Yih Design in Taipei, Taiwan brings the immersive 
experience of reading through spatial design. Merging the storage as well 
as the consumption of the medium book, the designer draws all the senses 
to the central space of the living area. This solution proofs through clever 
spatial design century old tools of human intellectual experience (printed 
books and bookshelves) creates the immersive experience of reading that 
modern technology is still looking for.

category / sony

by Dirk Heindoerfer, Dirk Heindoerfer Photography
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INTO-UNDER

As I rounded a bend,In Lindesnes Norway, exploring the rocky shore of 
Njereveesfjorden, there was a break in the light rain. The clouds parted 
momentary to reveal bits of blue sky and a curious built organism. Both 
appeared as if they could each disappear within a fleeting moment. The 
ephemeral light of the late summer sun bathed the face of this inspiring form 
with a warm glow that offered an invitation. Come into me it seemed to say, 
and explore what lie beneath the silvery surface of the sea. Although this 
simple mass is permanently attached to the coastline, I quickly went inside 
before it could somehow just quietly slip back INTO and UNDER the Fjord.

UNDER is a transformational dinning experience. Its highly immersive 
character has been designed by Snohetta Architects and Chef Nicolai 
Ellitsgaard.

category / sony

by Vince Stroop, The Pathfinder Project
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It Caught Her Eyes Too

Nearly two decades after the architecture world learned of this project, it 
remains one of the most captivating of buildings and sights in the world. 
On my first, and certainly not last, trip to Tokyo at the end of 2019, I spent 
countless hours circling this building, taking in every last bit of detail of that 
comprises this glassy H&dM designed gem.

While standing across the street, I began to notice that I wasn’t alone in my 
obsession. A steady stream of other architecture enthusiasts had clearly set 
their destination to these coordinates.

My favorite moment, though, was when I caught a woman whizzing by on 
a scooter, mesmerized by a jewel that uncovered itself from the city fabric 
along side of her. She had never set out to find it, but couldn’t resist it as it 
was revealed, preciously, in her world.

category / iphone

by Michelle Dumont, Steinberg Hart





2020 One Photo Challenge / 135

Jing Kieng Jri - A Bridge That 
Breathes

Faced with regular flash floods and storm surges, the Khasi tribe from 
Meghalaya, India, devised an ingenious way to connect remote mountain 
villages over turbulent waterways called the Living Root Bridges or ‘Jing 
Kieng Jri’. Tree trunks are planted on either side of the bank to create a 
sturdy foundation, and then slowly over the next 15-30 years, the tribe 
threads Ficus elastica roots across a temporary bamboo scaffolding to 
connect the gap. With time, humidity and foot traffic compacts the soil and 
the tangle of the roots grows strong and thick. Some of the largest bridges 
even stretch up to 250 ft and bear impressive loads of 35 people at a time. 
These structures grow in resilience over time and last even up to and more 
than a century. Compared to modern structures, the Khasis had derived a 
low cost and sustainable way to connect their people.

category / canon

by Arnav Bhatnagar, Arnav Bhatnagar
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Kashmir’s Daughter

Taobat is the highest peak that tourists can scale on their city vehicles. 
Across the mountain is another nation comprising the same people saluting 
and resisting a different flag. The cold is perceptible and enduring. The 
people, burdened with the monumental task of keeping themselves warm 
and fed during the winters, start collecting firewood in August.
The construction here is largely dependent on timber from the nearby 
forests and stone from the surroundings. The stones and lumber serve as 
foundations whereas timber logs elevate the roof of the building. Razia waits 
for her father to return home. He should be back before dusk. She stares 
out of the window at the people who have climbed up to relieve themselves 
of the sweltering summer sun in the plains. She says not a word to them but 
they all hear the echo of ricocheting bullets. Silence surrounds all.

category / other

by Emaan Isfandyar, Spacemen Architecture And Design
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last minute study

A photo taken in Morphosis’ New Cooper Union in New York. The image 
tells a story of the last minute panic before an exam. The student sits alone 
on the grand staircase desperately trying to absorb any last minute crumbs 
of information before their time is called. The angular strength of the 
architecture both frames the student as in a hug but also the sparseness 
of the space feels somewhat uncomfortable. The image makes you want to 
know more, asks questions

category / sony

by Alasdair Ferguson, AHMM
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Layers in Budapest

Taken from the Citadella in Budapest, I took this image to capture the many 
layers of architectural character, and time that have been influenced by 
political, social, religious, and generational movements. The image captures 
so much detail, crenelation, and dimension, there is not sense of urban order 
you would other wise see from above or street view. It melds together in one 
historical snapshot that can be studied for hours.

category / panasonic

by Greg Webster, Hill Studio
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Leave love and follow Mars

He thought that architecture could change people’s lives. They had been 
together for 30 years now. The day they inaugurated that huge colorful 
installation their routine however did not change. They went to Hyde Park 
and as usual they had a nice swim. But he asked her anyway, as if she hadn’t 
seen it. “Yes dear, I saw it, but first let’s take a bath.” It was too big not to 
notice it. Who knows, however, who had really seen it.

August 2018, The London Mastaba, Hyde Park.

category / canon

by Andrea De Santis, Università degli Studi di Firenze





2020 One Photo Challenge / 145

Long-Lost Friend (Honmura Port Tier 
by SANAA)

Okano Sumiko sits on a shaded bench about to leave Naoshima. Despite 
currently being featured at several exclusive galleries in Tokyo, Sumiko came 
to the island dissatisfied, feeling that she had sacrificed her artistic vision in 
the name of commercial success. She stayed at the Benesse House hotel, 
its stark simplicity only reminding her of how vulgar and subservient her art 
had become. Frustrated, she canceled her last two nights, booked a ferry 
back to Tokyo, and was eating breakfast when she noticed her long-lost 
friend, Izumi, eating at a nearby table. Sumiko was sure it was her, because 
she wore a necklace Sumiko had made and gifted to her. A work of art, she 
noted, is an expression of the human soul from one being to another. Now, 
looking down at her shoes, she decides to stand up and embrace the world 
with her art once again.

category / sony

by Carlotta de Bellis, Trinity University
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Lowering the Overlook at Hunter’s 
Point South

This photograph was taken during the construction of NYC’s Hunters Point 
South Park in Long Island City. The air temperature was below freezing but 
that didn’t stop the crane crew from hoisting and positioning the 60 ton 
fabricated overlook walkway into place. Seeing this feat completed with 
such precision reminded me of all engineering, creativity and strength that 
goes into realizing a design.

category / canon

by John Muggenborg, John Muggenborg Photography 
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Meteors over Marfa

On a very cold January morning in 2019, the Quadrantid meteor shower 
was scheduled to be visible over the dark skies of West Texas. Determined 
to find a unique perspective to document the shower while in such a 
beautiful part of the country, I ventured out before twilight to the permanent 
roadside art installation, Prada Marfa, by artists Elmgreen and Dragset and 
was treated to a stunningly starry sky filled with passing meteors.

category / nikon

by Peter Molick, Peter Molick Photography
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Misappropriation ?

Landesmuseum, Christ & Gantenbein, Zurich, Switzerland.
June 2019 (camera : Fujifilm X100F)

Christ & Gantenbein use round windows to allow natural light into the 
concrete volume of their extension to the Swiss National Museum, creating 
direct views into the reserve from the surrounding park. Yet, after a visit 
to the museum, imaginative students find a new function to the unusual 
openings, using them as resting pods. The misinterpretation of intent gives a 
new meaning to the space, bringing the brutalist façade to life.

This photograph is part of a long-term project called ‘Territories’, infusing 
architecture photography with street photography methods, showing 
buildings through their users.

category / other

by Philippe Sarfati, self employed
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Morning Errands

Sometimes beautiful, unexpected accidents happen. You just have to be 
ready…even when you’re not! Tasked by my client, sasaki, to document 
their portions of Chicago’s new River Walk, I was hoping to capture some 
quiet, early morning public use at Marina Plaza. I am typically a bit on edge/
on guard when photographing in large cities, so you can imagine what was 
going through my mind as I heard ‘scraaaaaatch...scraaaaape...clunk-clunk-
clunk (down three steps)...scraaaaatch’, coming up behind me. I was too busy 
framing this view to turn around to confront the Sasquatch (in my mind) 
coming for my jugular. Instead, I continued to concentrate on refining my 
settings. With blinders on looking through the viewfinder, this poetic, intimate 
moment appears. Quick...QUICK...GET this! A frantic click click click. I could 
not have staged it more beautifully! When presented to my client, it brought 
tears to her eyes. My favorite image captured to-date.

category / nikon

by Christian Phillips, christian phillips photography
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My Green City

Singapore is well known as a City in a Garden and a Green Nation. The 
multicultural city strives to rejuvenate urban buildings, parks and enliven 
streetscape where everyone can come together to play, work, relax and 
connect. This shot was taken at the first eco friendly hotel in Singapore, 
Parkroyal on Pickering Street.

category / other

by Melissa Teo, NA 
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Pandemic

“Pandemic” portrays the Martin B. Retting Gun Shop in Culver City, CA. A 
typically quiet location, this building became an iconic representation of the 
panic and fear Angelenos felt on March 16, 2020 amidst the Coronavirus 
Global Pandemic. Patrons lined up shoulder to shoulder (despite the 
CDC’s urging to practice extreme social distancing) to purchase personal 
protection. The gun shop is a somewhat out-of-place building amongst the 
creative offices that now inhabit Culver City. If it weren’t for the massive 
graphics exclaiming “GUNS” you might miss it on your way to the beach. 
What used to be a strange little building I’ve passed by countless times 
suddenly became a shrine of safety to countless Angelenos fearing 
civil unrest. This is one building I never in a million years thought I’d be 
photographing. But here we are...

category / canon

by Kim Rodgers, Kim Rodgers Photography
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Paris Layers

One day in autumn 2012, as I turned my back on the Basilica of The Sacred 
Heart in Paris, a city revealed itself to me in three layers. The matrix of 
buildings, the people that came to see them, and the endless sky above it 
all. Since I’m not from the city, I remember being cautious of the unknown. I 
was wary of pickpockets, thinking they are the danger. Looking back at this 
picture in 2020 and its portrayal of a nervous river of (temporary) citizens, 
I drift towards the romantic qualities the city had to offer. So many people 
were standing in between me and the city then. Such a different picture than 
in these days of self-isolation. I hope to visit that place again.

category / other

by Iva Jelincic, n/a
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Park Here

The Vitra Museum in Weil-am-Rhein Germany, designed by Herzog & de 
Meuron is a fantastic building, a playground for an architect with a camera 
or two.

Parking spaces are defined by concrete pavers with open cells where grass 
grows. Trees are perfectly spaced to create shade for furniture-curious 
visitors. A frozen bird flies over this area admiring the colors that are brought 
by mechanical boxes that humans use to travel.

category / other

by Luis Ayala, Ayala Vargas Photography
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Peeling Facade

Chaotic architectural elements form the walls of houses in Havana, Cuba, 
where the boundary between new and old is blurred. This photograph 
captures the on-going relationship between the inside (the home), and the 
outside (the street) as a metaphor of the constant adaptations Cubans have to 
face to crammed living conditions and unpredictable climatic circumstances. 
Due to the poor economic situation in the country, old and abandoned 
infrastructure are more often used as they are and re-adapted by adding 
construction materials to the existing, preventing the building from falling.

Yearly flooding also causes inhabitants to elevate the entrance door, or 
minimize the window space by adding bricks. Heat therefore encourages 
Cubans to spend time outdoors. In addition, tight internal space tends to 
extend the use of the interior onto the street. As a result, a strong sense of 
community between neighbors is created.

category / canon

by Laetitia Khachwajian, Architectural Association School 
of Architecture
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Reflective Guest

category / canon

by Sofia Ilic, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

In Florence, Italy, Tomás Saraceno’s installation in the courtyard of Palazzo 
Strozzi creates a new perspective for its host by providing a glimpse of 
a larger exhibit within. Both built elements reflect the styles and building 
methods of their time, contrasting sharply with each other and epitomizing 
the beauty in difference and progress. The reflective guest seems noticeably 
out of place - an alien visitor in a Rennaisance world - yet also gives a fresh, 
young outlook on the old building.
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Rest here

The photo was taken in The Museum of the History of Polish Jews, called 
Polin. The museum, designed by Lahdelma Mahlamäki, is located in the 
place of former Jewish Ghetto in Warsaw and was build to commemorate 
the heritage of Jews in Poland - long and, at times, very difficult history. 
Throughout centuries Poland was a safe place for Jews - with up to 80% of 
the Jewish world population living in Poland, some historians even claim that 
the Hebrew name for Poland - ‘Polanya’ or ‘Polin’ meant ‘the place where God 
dwells’, a good omen. Unfortunately, we all know, that history has betrayed 
Jews’ trust in the most bestial way. It took long years for many to make 
peace with it, but as you can see in the photo, time heals all wounds. The 
word ‘Polin’ is also interpreted as ‘rest here’, which powerfully links with the 
historic context.

category / nikon

by Sami Saastamoinen, Samisaa
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Revisited: Habitat 67, number 5

This photograph was made at Habitat 67, the experimental housing complex in 
Montreal, designed by architect Moshe Safdie for the World Exposition in 1967.

The picture is part of a wider series I made at Habitat 67 exploring the idea of 
revisiting, and different ways to represent architecture in pictures.
Habitat 67’s formal arrangement is breathtaking, but I didn’t want to be overly 
distracted by it.

Instead, I looked at how the complex is used, how it’s aged, and how the public 
and private spaces have been occupied and adapted by residents over time.

The image was made one March afternoon. I was passing through the 
undercroft with the camera when Sébastien from the maintenance team 
appeared and got to work.

category / canon

by James Brittain, James Brittain 
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Ribbon to the Sky

People are focusing on the new, often neglecting the existing, which 
is the link to our past. While visiting Basel, I was ticking all the famous 
contemporary buildings off my list, when I took the wrong turn. Look at that! 
An old warehouse brick building converted to become a multi-use space. 
The only external element that signifies the new use of this old building is 
this crazy line that is transformed to a staircase. Inviting you to explore it.

category / sony

by Chrissa Stamatopoulou, Pascalls+Watson Architects
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Sensing the lines

Just as in a boathouse we work on details while dreaming of the open sea, 
the precision of the dancer brings, beyond the classical spaces, a message of 
hope, of possibility and freedom. 

The straight lines of the Port Forum in Barcelona then become the scenery 
to accompany her gesture (the arabesque) that the efforts, the work and the 
sacrifices of every day training have transformed into an amazing artwork ; the 
dreamed sea then evolves into a real proscenium, a necessary pause in the 
frenzy of everyday life.

category / canon

by Tommaso Giuntini, Tommaso Giuntini 
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Shades of blue

A stone’s throw away from the iconic Malecon, the streets of Havana are 
unusually quiet this morning. It is the 19th of May 2018 and the country 
is in mourning after the disastrous plane crash that took the life of 100 
Cubans the day before.

A few gleaming vintage cars are passing by the easily identifiable colonial 
houses. Once glorious now falling in disrepair, yet proud and colourful, these 
rows of bright houses most certainly impress! Next door, in the same tone 
but in a quite different art-deco style, the Hotel Deauville is showing off in 
its recent coat of paint that hardly masks all the cracks.

Just like the Cubans, whose sadness doesn’t alter the contagious smile; time 
and decrepitude don’t seem to be able to alter the grandeur of Havana! 
Blue sky, sea, cars, paint… the whole combines in a colour palette able to 
soothe any bruised heart.

category / panasonic

by Florence Rosar, Archipelago
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Shek O

Frequently visited as escapes from the bustling city of Hong Kong, 
the nearby beaches contain these iconic life guard stands that I was 
immediately drawn to. In this case at Shek O Beach, there is a lone figure 
standing over another who is mysteriously covered from head to toe, lying 
on the beach, almost going unnoticed at first glance. Above them a life 
guard stands watch over the otherwise empty beach, seemingly not aware 
of the figures below. When visiting Shek O, it was easy to imagine wanting to 
escape to this or one of the island’s other beaches to seek refuge from the 
city that never seems to sleep. I’ve always been drawn to small examples of 
civic architecture that both blend into their environment but also demand to 
be celebrated for their simplicity in form and function.

category / nikon

by Peter Molick, Peter Molick Photography
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Silhouette of Manhattan

I took this photo at the Metropolitan Museum of Art terrace on a summer 
afternoon in New York. While New Yorkers have mixed feeling of this ‘Big Apple’ 
and use the term of ‘concrete jungle’ to describe an intensive living style in the 
world capital, it won’t be so-called New York City without those dense, high rise 
buildings. There are many perspectives to appreciate the city: from street level 
looking up or from rooftop looking down, but none of those like this random but 
magic moment when the cityscapes of Manhattan was projected as a reflection 
on a glass screen wall with green planters behind. This created a painting of 
Manhattan silhouette without chaos but shadows of green. I felt a piece of 
peace mind blended into this real fantasy. You can try to find me, and yes the 
only red in the greens.

category / canon

by Huanhai Cheng, One Lux Studio
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Stone Oasis

The Landesmuseum in Zürich, Switzerland pays homage to its historic 
counterpart while successfully occupying its own space as a distinct 
sculptural form. Angular extractions and folded edges dictate a provocative 
language contrasted against the classical qualities of the original museum, 
generating a satisfying dialogue between their similarities and differences. 
When seeking refuge from the harsh summer heat a refreshing mist can 
be found springing from the ground- casting a rippling effect on the 
concrete underside in a mesmerizing dance of light and shadow. Children 
play in the adjacent park but only the bravest dare venture through the 
angled underpass and into this stone oasis. The relationship with the park 
is simultaneously hidden and revealed through these fragmented openings. 
It is all its contextual elements: the inhabitants, the urban landscaping and 
the culture that contribute to the raw, simple beauty of the building and the 
dynamic spaces it creates.

category / canon

by Nicola Caccavella, Jade Bridglal,
DeBortoli Design Inc.





2020 One Photo Challenge / 183

Surfing in the wave

Victoria Dockside by New World Development is the new flagship multi-
functional complex and yet iconic in Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong.

Victoria Dockside is right next to the Victoria Harbour, the design of the 
facade is the extension of the sea, the worker looks like surfing in the waves.

The time I captured the moment, the building was still under construction 
and I was on the sea waving on the boat, the rhythm I photograph the 
moment synchronises with the work of the worker on the facade.

I guess life is just like this, everybody is waving in the sea of unknown, and 
we are all trying to reach to the land and look back how could we survive, 
and we all do this.

category / canon

by Ryan Tsui, SHOTS AROUND
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Suspension

Intensive construction works progress in an around the old neo-gothic 
Hungarian Parliament building. This crane worked on a new office building 
erected for the offices of the legislation.

category / nikon

by Tamás Wachsler, Steindl Imre Program Nonprofit Zrt
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Tai Chi

Tai Chi

The photo was taken in Yangshuo, Guilin. The original sugar factory’s 
transportation dock has been transformed into the swimming pool of Alila 
Resort Hotel. A Tai Chi lover trains boxing skills at the end of the platform.

Nature, history and culture blend together . The picture represents a sort of 
“unity of man and nature” sense of balance of the oriental aesthetic.

category / canon

by Su Shengliang, Schranimage 
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Tea shop

A photo from a small town in Szechuan, China.

Women and her tea shop

She makes a living on her own
She works in her tea shop, night and day
She wipes the tears away
She looks forward to tomorrow
Everyday will be better.

category / iphone

by yangjian wang, carnegie mellon university
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The Architect at Home

This photo shows architect Andre Porebski, at home with his wife, Louise and 
grand-daughter, Francesca. Taken at his home in The Grove, Woollahra, Sydney. 
The photo was unplanned and snapped while the photographer, Andrew 
Browell, was doing the photo shoot. Looking form the garden in between 
the heritage cottage and new wing, Andre is in the two storey dining room 
with Louise and Francesca. Hanging above them is Le Corbusier’s, UNESCO 
tapestry which was commissioned by architect Harry Seidler in 1966 for his 
Australia Square Tower, Sydney. Andre and Louise purchased the tapestry 
which hung in this space until they donated it to Sydney University in 2015.

The house received Woollahra Council’s heritage design excellence award in 
2004 for alterations and addition. The heritage cottage is seen on the right 
hand side of the photo.

category / nikon

by Alex Porebski, Porebski Architects
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The bamboo nest

Everything in this bamboo house has been designed to connect you with 
nature, and yourself. Located in the balinese hinterland, only made with 
sustainable elements, it hides between giant trees but didn’t require to cut 
any, and can be totally removed to make the place pristine again if wanted. 
The walls have been replaced with spectacular openings to let sounds and 
life come in, and make the outside part of the inside. But it’s only when 
the night occurs that you’ll fully experience the place, as the warm tones 
of the conceptual treehouse start to contrast with the impressive darkness, 
increasing the feeling of a comfortable nest in the lush jungle. At night, you’ll 
discover a new way to commune with nature in this Eden where safety only 
requires a tiny net, and where dreams are made of a lullaby created by the 
surrounding water and insects.

category / other

by Steven Herteleer, Studio Sixe
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The Glow of the City

With the arrival of COVID-19, New Yorkers, renowned for staying home as little 
as possible, have become acquainted with their apartments as never before. 
Once a space left in the morning and returned to late into the evening, an 
apartment is now where one spends nearly the entirety of each day.

This single mother’s home, like those of many of her Greenwich Village 
neighbors, has expanded to her fire escape, harkening to an earlier 
era in the city’s history, where life, rather than being isolated and 
compartmentalized inside an apartment’s walls, enveloped buildings and 
bound together all within earshot as a community.

I captured this image on the roof after the subject called me to the rear of 
the building. Peering down at her, the scene strongly evoked the work of 
Martin Lewis, one of the master recorders of the American experience.

category / leica

by Edwin Watkeys, Independent
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The temple from a Bedouin cave, 
Petra

Petra is a remarkable tale of building a civilization in the mountains hidden 
from enemies and carve out marvelous structures for people to wonder about 
centuries later. The Nabateans achieved this extraordinarily with the channels 
in the siq (canyon) to the meticulously carved treasury. You have to go up 900 
steps to the monastery at Petra. This summer day was over 93° F and I was 
blown away by the resilience of the local Bedouins. They work in this heat 12-
14 hours, live from the land and have minimal impact on it. I wondered how 
we can learn lessons in resilience and sustainability from them. What you don’t 
see in the photo is my ‘cave’ mate a donkey resting and some Bedouin kids 
playing with my phone. We also had coffee with a Bedouin, who nonchalantly 
said “I’m like a fish if you take me out of here I’d die”.

category / canon

by Hafsa Burt, hb+a Architects
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The Travelers

While photographing the bus depot at Washington DC’s Union Station for the 
design firm, Studio 27 Architecture, I happened upon this mother/daughter duo. 
It was the end of the day, at dusk, wioth few people left in the station. I heard 
the mother calling her child back to her, sternly reprimanding her behavior and 
letting her know that she should not run so far ahead.

category / nikon

by Anice Hoachlander, Hoachlander Davis
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The Valley

It was a city of colour. I roamed through its warm streets of soft turquoise 
and pale terracotta, a Piranesi dream domesticated. As I climbed my way 
through the dense mediterranean undergrowth of ferns and rock, a gentle 
breeze lifted the hairs on my head, drawing my attention to the narrow 
corridor ahead of me.

The gatekeepers dwelling’s poured out onto the cliff edges, with only a 
narrow opening marking its threshold. Every ridge, overpass and valley lead 
into the horizon, marking the extents of the mountain range beyond. One 
overpass lead to nothing. A clear blue sky. The destination.

Upon clearing an alluring corner, city life dissolved for an instance, as if 
having never occurred before. A lone woman was found gazing across a 
central valley. Tributaries stemmed from it. This was the only moment I recall 
seeing someone else pause - stuck in time, out of reach.

category / iphone

by Andrei Rizea, N/A (recently graduated, unemployed)
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The Whitworth - Manchester

The Whitworth Art Gallery is situated on Oxford Road, Manchester.

It provides a creative hub for the local student community as well as the 
wider public.

This image shows a cross section of the facilities and how they are used by 
the visitors, including the Art Garden, Cafe and Learning Studio.

category / canon

by Jak Spedding, Jak Spedding Photography Ltd
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Time Traveler

What is old? What is new? What makes something classic or contemporary? 
How can light shine in the deepest darkness? The National Numismatic 
Museum in Mexico City becomes the perfect backdrop for exploring the 
complex layers of history, time, and power that define a culture.

category / canon

by Rafael Gamo, Rafael Gamo Studio
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Tonge n Groove Brisbane Showroom 
by Tobias Partners

Tongue n Groove is a new showroom for the architectural flooring company 
Tongue n Groove in Brisbane, Australia by architects Tobias Partners. The 
rationale for entering this is that it’s a stunning space that surprises as it is 
almost the antithesis of a normal industry showroom. The architects wanted 
to make the flooring the hero of the space and so part of that is creating a 
roof with a series of floorboards arranged like installation art. The challenge 
in shooting this space was about showing the volume so I chose to shoot 
wide and set the camera up low and shift the lens up for composition. Matt, 
my assistant, is in the shot to give scale and energy but he is set to the side 
to be seen as ancillary or complimentary to the space rather than in the 
centre of the frame and a key focus.

category / canon

by Andrew Macpherson, Andy Macpherson Studio 
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Training Steps

My daughter, exploring the courtyard of Alejandro Aravena’s student 
dormitory complex at Saint Edward’s University in Austin, Texas. The 
dormitory is placed in the heart of the university campus at the top of one 
of the highest hills in south Austin, overlooking the city and the undulating 
countryside beyond. Echoing its geological context, the complex itself has 
the aspect of a huge boulder that has been dropped onto the hilltop and 
split open, creating an interior courtyard that is both serene and dramatic. 
Following the protocols to address the coronavirus pandemic, the university 
has been been abandoned for weeks, giving my daughter free range to 
practice her new walking skills to explore on her own (with me following her 
around, wielding a supply of hand sanitizer).

category / iphone

by Joshua Mackley, FORRM
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Unexpected unconventional 
break-room

16:35 (CEST), 01/11/2011, Hoekenrodeplein, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

A curious conversation takes place at ‘Nieuw Amsterdam Gebouw’: two 
workmen momentarily rest within their unconventional break-room.

An unexpected moment within the square of Hoekenrodeplein.

category / panasonic

by Matt McKenna, Architecture for London
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University of Tennessee Aquatics 
Center

I was hired by the architect to shoot the Allan Jones Aquatic Center at the 
University of Tennessee. The most active and most interesting aspect of 
the building, with its multilevel diving board was the diving well. With divers 
practicing on may levels, divers preparing to dive, divers climbing in and out of 
the pool and interacting in the hot tub between dives, it allowed for an image 
which was dynamic with activity throughout the frame. Though this image may 
not be powerful socially or have cultural impact, I do feel it gives a great sense 
of what it feels to be in the space and what it is like for those who experience it.

category / other

by Brad Feinknopf, feinknopf
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Vortex

The function of the Meixi Urban Helix is to provide a public space for 
residents and visitors to get a glimpse of the Meixi Lake in Changsha, 
China. While most visitors take in the 360-degree view walking up, visitors 
are absorbing the changing scenery of the water and cityscape. By 
contrast, looking into the vortex provides the study of the structure and 
the changing scale of visitors as you look down. The unique experience 
of each guest can be seen in the photo, some enjoying their walk with 
companions and others capturing the stunning landscape at sunset.

category / canon

by Ines Leong, L-INES Photo, Inc
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Waiting for your come-back

At the foot of Mount Huang, villages and arable land are divided by lovely 
stream. Thanks to the bamboo bridge, the husband can go to the field to 
plough and weed while his wife can wash clothes by the bridge. In this autumn 
day, the wife was gazing after his receding figure and then turned around, with 
her full heart, washing his clothes all over dirt. The life by the bamboo bridge 
tells us nothing but the countryside’s efforts of sticking to their own lifestyles 
under the wave of urbanization in China.

category / sony

by Zhao Yi Long, Arch-in between
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Water Intake Tower on the 
Mississippi

“The Mississippi River will always have its own way; no engineering skill can 
persuade it to do otherwise...”

This Mark Twain quote from 1940 gets at the core of the relationship 
between the built and natural environments. The “persuasion” Twain speaks 
of is shown very simply in this photograph. Here, the fast-moving water of 
the Mississippi acts as the lifeblood of an entire region, and this tower - 
stoic, iconic and curious - stands above it, persuading it into its metal veins 
and on to the mainland...

category / other

by Jack Freedman, Washington University in St Louis
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Westin Regina 05

The Westin Regina hotel and condominium complex is located in Baja California, 
near Cabo San Lucas. Designed by Sordo Madaleno Arquitectos as an oasis in 
the middle of a rocky, desert-like landscape, the colors of the project reflect the 
natural colors of the environment around it.

category / canon

by Mike Seidl, Michael Seidl Photography
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Wollongong Central

Balance. Shapes. The modern block-like shape of the car against the 
rectangle wood shapes in the building complement each other and provide 
balance to this image of a shopping center in Australia. Additionally, the 
motor bike rider’s bright green helmet and flag provide an interesting 
juxtaposition to the building’s sharply pointed roof form. The rounded form 
of the green tree in between the buildings’ form harmonize with the blueish/
green glass above the awnings. A vibrant blue sky with its wispy clouds pull 
these diverse elements together.

category / canon

by Dan Schwalm, HDR
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